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Thrombosis 



From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia. 

Thrombosis is the formation of a dot or thrombus inside a blood vessel obstructing the flow of blood. 
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Classically, thrombosis is caused by abnormalities in one or more of the following ( Vircho w's triad): 

• The composition of the blood 

• Quality of the vessel wall 

• Nature of the blood flow 

The formation of a thrombus is usually caused by an injury to the vessel's wall, either by trauma or 
infection, and by the slowing or stagnation of blood flow past the point of injury. Occasionally, 
abnormalities in coagulation are to blame. Intravascular coa gu l ation follows, forming a structureless 
mass of red bloo d ce lls, leu kocytes , and fibrin. 

Types/classification 

There are two distinct forms of thrombosis: 

• venous thrombosis 

• and arterial thrombosis 

Embolisation 

If a bacterial infection is present at the site of thrombosis, the thrombus may break down, spreading 
particles of infected material throughout the circulatory s y st em (p yemia , septic embolus) and setting up 
metastatic abscesses wherever they come to rest. Without an infection, the thrombus may become 
detached and enter circulation as an embolus , finally lodging in and completely obstructing a blood 
vessel (an infarction ). The effects of an infarction depend on where it occurs. 

Most thrombi, however, become organized into fibrous tissue, and the thrombosed vessel is gradually 
recanalized. 
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• p ulmonary em boli sm 

• myoca rdial infarct 

• d eep venous th rombos is 

• re n a l vein th r ombo sis 

• hepatic vein thrombosis (Budd-Chiari syndrome)) 
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